2R WEDNESDAY. MARCH 18,1998 . S ) . o . : _MECKLENBURGNEIGHBORS:‘

2 track
coaches
work to aid

along very well
said McAfee. “We may
_omenmes_ but 1 think

oachmg boys track at
East Mecklenburg. He won his
first N. state champjonshi
last season. The title meet was
UNC Charlotte, where he at-
tended -college and ran track.
McAfee has also coached four
- state championship boys’ cross . L _ = - _
country teams and one state _ T " CHRISTOPHER A. RECORD/Staff
championship girls’ team. Longthne high school track ooaches Larry McAfee (Ierl't) of East Mecklenburg and Richard of Myers Palk are expectlng their teams to
- Prince, entering his 27th season. contend for the Southwestern 4A boys track title this season. i

it AMrrnee Davlr wxmmn tha 1077 and




1980 4A boys’ track titles. Healso . T
- McAfee said he’s had to refute

serves as a- USA Track & Field of-
ficial ‘and has officiated at the

NCAA track and field" champl- ;

onships, U.S. national champl—
onships and the ParaOlympics

“Richard and I both have a Iot of
experience in track and field. We .

both competed in track. We both

McAfee. -
Prince isa farmer member of
the National Federation of High

School Athletics rules commitiee

for track and field and coordi-
nates the annual Queen City Re-

McAfee and Prince, working
together, run the annual Wendy’s.
Invitational cross country meet
and serve as co-meet directors of
the Footlocker Southeast Region -

cross country championships.

McAfee, who- designed the

cross country course at McAlpine

Creek Park;, helps run the annual
high school cross country state
championships there, along with

" Neither coach is planning to re-

tire from the sport anytime soon.

“I'wouldn’t be doing this for so
long if I didn't enjoy it,” said
Prince. “I haven’t decided any-
thing. But right now, we have a
season starting and that's what I
need to deal with.”

rumors the past several weeks of
h1$ retirement. -

“T don’t know where they come '
- from,” he said. “Pve told my. ath- |

letes and parents that if it ever |.
“gets to_the point where I'm not
~ having fun then it’s tme to step '
started coaching once we: started-. )
our " teachmg careers, : sald o

a

- 'McAfee’s and Prince’s teams

'-are expected to contend for the |
‘Southwestern 4A boys’ track titie _

this season. - -
East Mecklenburg is the odds-
on favorite to repeat as confer-

- ence champion. East Meck fea-
~tures senior Darren Tuitt, 1997
state champion in the 200-meter,

4-by-200 relay and 4-by-400 relay.

Tuitt also owns the state record -
and fastest time in the nation in

the 300-meter indoor sprint race.

- Myers Park has “potential,” -

says Prince. “We're very young.

Most of our team is underclass-

men. We have some strong indi-

- viduals on the boys’ team. On the |
girls’ team, we have a good bit of -

depth.”

Myers Park has three good hur-

dlers in Jessica Thomas, Abby

Jones and Amanda Chen. The -

Mustangs have strong distance

-runners on the boys’ team — Jim -
Martin, Charlie u)ve and Dawd ‘

" Morris.

““P'm certmnly not at that point.”

Martin

. ters (34.20), and
~the defendmg state outdoor

: enbuxg
Co’unty Ranked No.'1 mthe
country in the indoor 300 me-- -

althoughhes

champion in the 200 meters -
(21.37), the 400 may end up -

‘being his best event.

Funderburl(.

North klenburg

One of the top five long ]umpers .
last year, which

in the country
earned him All-American hon-

ors by Track and Field News. He
. could break the 25-foot barrier
this year. His best is 24-9-3/4, but-
has scratched on several jumps

reportedly over 25 feet.
Jim Martin, Myers Park

~ One of the state’s best milers. "

‘He had a state leading indoor
mile of 4:24.73. His personal

best of 4:20.83 was run at last

year’s outdoor state meet at

. UNC Charlotte.

rinter to ewer o

- one mdoor {1998) and has the
potenttal to put the shot over 40
. feet. Her best is 38 feet 11-

She has two state shot put ti-
tles one outdoors (1997) and

mch&s

lenny Box, Country Day
One of three girls to break the

19-minute barrier in cross coun- - |
try. She is one of the state’s best |
-distance runners, public or pri-

vate. Will try to improve on her

12:12 performance in the 3,200

metem -

Janelle lolmm,
West Chariotte

Probably the best 400-meter*'. 4
- runner in the state behind All-

American Demetria Washington
from Fayetteville Sanford (No. 2
in the country last year). John-

son’s performances this past in- -

door season suggest she could

challenge Washington at the

state meet in May.
Brett Honeycutt

- Johnson




